Workshop on ‘open mnovatlon in commumty based rehabilitation for PwD’ held
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i Vaﬁcn.
 Neuroscience Lab of
' BITS Pilani, K K Birla
Goa Campus organised
_ its second
: ‘Open innovation in com-

_munity based rehabili-
tation (CBR) for people

- with disabilities (PwD)
and an inter-disciplinary
design Hackathon at its

campus. The workshop

and Hackathon were or-
ganised in collaboration

with the Leeds Business
School of University of

- Leeds and was sponsored
by the Leeds Social Sci-
. ences Institute and the
Economic and Social Re-
~ search Council (ESRC),
United Kingdom.
- After  successful-
ly conducting the first
- workshop on "‘Open in-
. novation ih CBR in Sep—

'I‘he Cognitive

workshop on

Participants and faculty at the second workshop on ‘Open innovation in
community based rehabilitation (CBR) for people with disabilities (PwD)’
and inter-disciplinary design thinking Hackathon organised by the Cognitive
- Neuroscience Lab of BITS Pilani, K K Blrta Goa Campus at its eampus at

Zuarlnagar, Vam roeently

tember 2018, the sec-
ond workshop focused
on the progress in the
field since then. Differ-
ent members presented
and discussed their prog-
ress in the field. Plan of
action for the future was
also designed with an

 aim to meet for the third

-Lteratibn of the work-

shop by the end of the
year. The workshop was
moderated by Dr Samit

Chakrabarty and Dr Ta-

bish Zaman from the Uni-
versity of Leeds. The de-
sign thinking Hackathon
was targeted at present-
ing the participants with

real problems and ask-

ing them to come with

a solution using design
thinking. Dr Emilee Sim-
mons from the Universi-
ty of Leeds organised the

Hackathon to 32 partici-

pants. The problems were

- designed by the work-

shop members with each

group having a mentor to
elaborate on the problem
and discuss solutions. In
addition, dedicated men-
tors were also present to
help the participants in
implementing the design
thinking approach in cre-
ating the solution.
Mohan = Sundaram,
founding CEO and direc-
tor of Artilab, the first
Innovative Disability Fo-
cused Incubator partic-
ipated in the workshop
and was a mentor for
the participants. He pro--
vided valuable inputs to
both the members of the
workshop and the partic-
ipants at the Hackathon.
_Ira Singhal, who is the

topper of the UPSC Civil

Services examination in
2014 was also present at
the workshop and Hack-
athon. Currently serving
as the Deputy Commis-
sioner at the North Delhi

Municipal Corporation,
Singhal discussed differ-
ent initiatives the gov-
ernment was taking to
help rehabilitate people
with disabilities into the
normal workforce. She
shared her perspective
on the problems faced
in India with the Hack-
athon participants which
was important to create a
more relevant and imple-
mentable solution to the
problem.

Prof Veeky Baths of
the Cognitive Neurosci-
ence Lab introduced and
demonstrated  electric
wheelchair  movement
using the signals pro-
duced in the brain. He
also thanked all the par-
ticipants and workshop
members for their dedi-
cation towards the cause
of rehabilitation for peo-
ple with disabilities,
states a press release.



