Regional Science will evolve as a strong
discipline to train young minds: Governor
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Panaji: Governor Dr Mrid-
ula Sinha expressed confi-
dence that Regional Science
will evolve as a strong disci-

pline to train young minds
in accepting and solving de-
velopmental challenges.

Dr Sinha was speaking
at the 12th World Congress
of the Regional Science
Association  Internation-
al (RSAI) and 49th Annual
Conference of Regional Sci-
ence Association, India cel-
ebrating 50 years of Region-
al Science in India organ-
ised by Regional Science
Association International
(RSAT) and Town and Coun-
try Planning Department
of India in association with
Town and Country Plan-
ning Department Govern-
ment of Goa and BITS-PI-
LANI Goa at BITS K K Birla
Goa campus on Tuesday.

Stressing that Region-
al Science as a discipline,
concerns the careful and pa-
tient study of social prob-
lems with regional or spa-
tial dimensions, employ-
ing diverse combinations
of analytical and empiri-
cal research, the Governor
informed that the Govern-
ment of India has proposed
to establish 18 new schools
of planning and agriculture
in the country, hoping that
there will be one in Goa too.

She appealed to all those

involved in this initiative
to ensure that these insti-
tutions constantly shape
talent and thinking of the
young minds to fa-
cilitate a sustain-
able spatial trans-
formation of India.
Dr Sinha said
Regional Science
emerged as a disci-

something new neither did
it evolve after the introduc-
tion of computers and data
visualizations. The ability
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and supporters ve-
hemently promoted
the science and ob-
jective analysis of regional
economics and regional de-
velopment in different parts
of the world, she added.

She said, “The impor-
tance and power of spa-
tial thinking as a skill set
is being realized and is be-
ing taken seriously by poli-
cy makers, academic estab-
lishments and the industry
Spatial thinking isn't really

to think spatial was some-
thing very important right
from the evaluation of hu-
man civilization™.
Important of Spatial In-
formation and Technolo-
gy is increasing in mod-
ern world. Satellite images
bring daily weather reports
and provide farmers with
information for precision
agriculture. The capability

of remote sensing data has
already been demonstrated
to delineate the features like
land use, soil, geology, etc,
on regular basis, Dr Sinha
pointed.

Dr Budy Resosudarmo,
President of RSAI, ANU,
Australia; Dr G Raghura-
ma, Director, BITS, Goa;
Dr Chitta Ranjan Pathak,
Secretary, RSA India; Dr
Lakshmi Sivaramakrish-
nan, Convener, RSA India;
Dr Debasis Patnaik, Con-
vener, BITS Goa; Dr Bibek
Debroy, Chairman of Eco-
nomic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister of India
were among those promi-
nent persons present on the
occasion.

Dr Sinha released the
NATMO Atlas, Map of Goa
and Town Map of Panaji
presented by Dr Tapati Ben-
erjee, Director, NATMO.

Dr 8 T Puttaraju, Chief
Town Planner (LU), Govern-
ment of Goa welcomed the
gathering while Dr Sumana
Bandyopadhyay, president
of RSA India and chairper-
son, Local Organizing Com-
mittee, 12th WCRSAI pro-
posed a vote of thanks. The
function was compered by
Alan Pinto.



