Two Indian classical artistes will present a combi
format on sitar at the music event ‘Sursangam’ hel;
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itar artistes Jyoti Hegde and
Mrinalini Kotur are ail set to
come together for a perform-
ance of dhrupad and khayal in
jugalbandi-style format on sitar at
‘Sursangam’ at BITS Pilani, Goa. Both
the artistes will be accompanied by
Uday Kulkarni on tabla.
Karnataka-based Jyoti holds a
masters degree from Karnataka Uni-
versity, Dharwad where she learned
sitar in the khayal style under the
guidance of Bindhumadhav Pathak.
One day she heard him play the
rudra veena and was magnetically
drawn to the instrument, She felt it
evoked the artistic core in her much
more deeply than the sitar. “Women
were generally excluded from learn-
ing the rudra veena but I convinced
him to teach me. I did not fear the su-
~ perstitions and folklore that aboun-
ded in connection to the instrument
and overcame resistance from my
mother too,” she says.
Later she was drawn to the oldest
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and purest genre of Indian music,

dhrupad, and currently she plays
the rudra veena exclusively in that
angle. “I play rudra veena in dhruj af’l
style and it is the foundation of
Hindustani classical music. I perf
sitar in the khayal style as well.



