iyappa’s se fors had told him abol

~ship and had asked him to apply for them sam

the opportunity came about. He says: ‘I was in touch |
‘with Dr Guy Theraulaz (Research director at Centre

~National de la Recherche Scientifique) Who will be
‘supervising my internship at Centre de Recherches
sur la Cognition Animale, University of Paul Sabatier,
Toulouse, France. He too suggested that | apply for the
Charpak scholarship. My mother, being as supportive
as ever, played her part too."

During his internship he will be working on the Col-
lective Behavior of Fish Schools. It is a subset of Com-
plex Systems and Non Linear Dynamics and Chaos. “To |
highlight how cool this is, it is related to studying pat- |
terns in the natural world. As an example, the V shape
‘pattern formed by birds flying in the sky:(which is
a regular sighting in Goa) can' be stated. Questioning
why and how they do so falls in the study of Collective
Behaviour,"” says Aiyappa.

When asked why he chose BITS Goa, Aiyappa who'is |
originally from Coorg, Karnataka rephed saying that it's
hard to formally enumerate this. He says: “To begin with,
the zero per cent reservation policy was a. major factor

Cas it spoke highly of the value the institute attests to
‘merit. Apart from that, factors like the academic free-
dom and flexibility offered, the dual degree programme
-and a chance to continue playing and compeIe in sports
on a regular basis are few among the many." i

- Aiyappa who is amongst. the 13 students from lndla to

get this internship says: He’anng that | had been awar-

‘ded thi it the S

lea t 50 many new things

emic anc mic) over the past three

s wh I Utif? héact have happened had he: not de-
3pply for - 3
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