Rise in heavy rainfall even
may hit Goa’s water securi
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Panaji: Goa’s mean annual
rainfall has increased by
68%. While this may seem
like a blessing for the envi-
ronment, it is actually light
and moderate rainfall that
sustain biodiversity, agricul-
ture and ecosystems.

“What further complicates
the water security scenario for
thestate is thefact that very hea-
vy rainfall events are projected
to increase under -climate
change scenarios,” professor
Rajiv Chaturvediof BITS Pilani
KK BirlaGoacampussaidinhis
analysis for the Goa State Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change.

In a recent publication of
the state environment ministry,

Impact on water resources as per State Action Plan on Climate Change

» Seawater intrusion and sanitation facilities, could
or saltwater ingress will mix with sewerage and other
increase salinity of contaminants leading to
groundwater near coastal pollution of water bodies
areas rendering it unusable » Due to the high water
» With sea-level rise and table, soaking capacity of
indiscriminate use of ground- | Soil is generally poorin
water, problem of saltwater Goa and increased peak
intrusion will be exasperated | rainfall incidents could
further elevate chances of
» Withincreased landslides and mudslides.
precipitation runoff will These could impact water
increase, which, due to pipelines and sewerage
inadequate sewerage networks, among others
Chaturvedi, whowasamember for the state suggests that the
of the climate change action climate of Goa state has alrea-

plan panel, said that climate
change, like in the rest of the
world, has already started affec-
ting Goa’s pristine climate.
“Our analysis of more
than 100 years of climate data

dy changed in the last century
under the influence of rising
greenhouse gases in the at-
mosphere,” Chaturvedisaid.
He explained that in 2019,
Goa witnessed floods that

marred over 1,300 hectare of
crops, leading to estimated
losses of at least Rs 10 crore,
and that barely a year later, it
saw one of its heaviest mon-
soons onrecord.
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