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8 Married women applying vermillion to
each other at the Sindur Utsav held on
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T he Bengalis sure know how to keep their traditions and

culture alive, even if they are on the other side of the

country, in Gea. The Bengali Cultural Association in
Panaji gathered together at the Gomant Maratha Samaj Hall to
celebrate the Durpga Puja on the four days culminating
in the celebration of Goddess Durga’s victory aver
Mahishasura, on Dusshera.

On Tuesday morning, to mark Vijaya Dashmi and before the
immersion of the idol in the evening, there was aarti and puja,
after which the women began venerating the goddess with ver-
million, betel leaves and offering prasad. The married women
then began to ohserve the sindoor utsav. with many in tradi-
tional Bengali saris smearing vermillion on each other’s fore-
heads and faces after the final puja. The vibe, energy an
of the revellers exuded positivity and cheer with the sot |
the dhol and the Tulu dhwani — or vlulation — filling the room
and raising the energy levels of the revellers, :

Following this rituals, the revellers later went out ina p
sion across the city with the idol of the goddess to. wm
Immersion in Miramar. “There were more than a hundred
ple in the procession and some Joined in later at the beac
B reached the beach at about 8 pm. Keeping in mind the. ilo
§ - : ; don’t immerse the idol entirely we just dip the idol
i §os 2 Wl and immediately remove if out and then the idol is disposed.
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- Anirudh Das
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“In the earlier days people would
mark this time with animal sacri-
fice, now that doesn’t happen,”
adds Animudh. The pujas are con-
ducted by the priest who comes
especially from Bengal every year,
*“I have been coming here for the
past 18 vears and it always feals
nice to be here for the people really
take part in the rituals with a lot of
energy and reverence for the
diety" says Kali Krishna Ganguli
the priest who is assisted bv
Javanta Banerjee The ritu o
followed by the Dhunuch
with earthen pots and tncense ths
saw a Jot of people participating
and showcasing their skills in bal
ance and agility
Aniradh adds that though there
#re other celebrations, the one in
Panaji is one of the oldest and it
4 very homely feel. “the
Ong was held in Vasco,” he savs.
Going  deeper into  history,
‘Mritunjoy Chokroborty tells us
that first puja in Goa was held in
Vasco in 1967, “People from across
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adieu to Maa Durga
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