BITS Goa to add 18,000sqm
acadermc space in 34 years
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. Panaji: BITS Pilani, K K Bir-

: la Goa campus, is set to add
: 18,000sqm to its existing aca-
: demic space of 37,000 sq ms
: within the next three to four
: years as part of the institu-
: te’s university’s Vision 2020
: expansion plan, BITS Goa
: campus director G Raghu-
: ramatold TOL ,

: The plans are aimed at

shifting focus of BITS Pilani

: institutes to teaching and re-
: search, from only being re-
cognised for its teaching.

< this strateglc decision

~ “Around 89 yearsback, we

‘Focus on masters
pmgmmmes’

T“he proportion of masters

% and PhD students at BITS
Pilani Goa
campusissetto
grow from9%¢to
18% in the next
three to four
years, the Goa
institute’s

director GRaghuramasaid.P 2

- of research on that scaie until

2009. You will see lot of const-
ruction work going on at our
campus now. Research de-
mands heavy infrastructure

~ in terms of space. Today, we

have around 37,000 sqgm of aca-
demic space. Wewill add some
18,000 sqm to that. Other than
that hostels, teachers’ residen-
ces, sporting facilities and
other infrastructure are being
added,” Raghurama said.

The 180-acre Goa campus
is estimated to see an invest-
ment of Rs 425 crore as part
of theexpansion plans.

“We are also setting up a
sophisticated instrumenta-
tion facility We are purcha.
sing sophisticated equipment
which could be in the range of

‘Rs2toRs4crore each and set.

ting it up to be accessed by .
culty and research sch, scholars,
We have already spent amlmd
Rssaom"hesalq

i "—
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Panaji: With BITSPilaniKK
Birla Goa campus doubling
itsstudentand faculty intake
as part of the university’s Vi-
sion 2020 expansion plan, the
Goa campus is also focusing
on adding masters program-
mes in the next three to four
years that are interdiscipli-
nary in nature.

- Data analytics, internet
of things (IoT), sanitation
science and engineering, op-
toelectronics, and material
science (non-conventional)
could be the areas in which
students may soon be able to
pursue a masters program-
me at the Goa campus, loca-
ted at Zuarinagar.

The proportion of mas-
ters and PhD students at
BITS Pilani Goa campus is
setto grow from 9% to18% in
the next three to four years,
the Goa institute’sdirector G
Raghurama told TOI.

“We have told the faculty
to look at new areas where
there is interdisiciplinary

- combination for masters.
: For example, data analytics,

research performance,
e also looking at sanita-

The Goa campus at Zuarinagar is keen on adding new courses in the
next three to four years that are interdisciplinary in nature

tion science and enginee-
ring. This has a greater soci-
al relevance as well. In phy-
sics and electronics, we were
looking at areas like
optoelectronics. This
isan established field,
butthereare new posi-
bilities,” Raghurama
said.

Similarly, he said

that nano technology G Raghurama

has generated new in-
terest in material science, a
field which draws from che-
mistry, mechanical and che-
mical engineering streams.
“These are the things our
departments are engaging
in. May be, in the coming
few months, we will have
greater clarity on which one

we will go for step by step.
We don’t want to introduce
a programme unless we can
also forsee a particular
growth path for our
students - either in
academics or indust-
ry. We will do a requi-
red background sur-
| vey,” Raghuramasaid.
He said that the in-
stitute is also looking
at adding more pro-
grammes in the institute’s
humanities and social scien-
ces departments and one
area being explored is media
and cultural studies. A field
like cultural studies has mo-
re relevance in a state like
Goa, the director said.
“Wealso haveastrong hu-

masters programmes: Director

manities and social sciences
department. Right now, we
only offer economics as a
degree and we dont have a Ii-
beral arts programme. But,
they provide support to engi-
neering and science pro-
grammes in terms of huma-
nities courses. It is a belief
and now excepted worldwide
that engineering requires
basic humanities content.
We have made certain key co-
urses mandatory for engine-
ering graduates to do. Today,
if they want to find technolo-
gical solutions in the world,

teeseenn

asesrransaen

they should also know other

aspects of human behavio-
ur,” Raghuramasaid.

Sofar,44PhD studentsha- :
ve graduated from the Goa :
campus and 200 more have :
registered for a doctorate :
degree. As the institute’s :
growth plan demands focus :
on postgraduate and rese- :

arch programmes, Raghura-

masaid that the institute will

have around 400 to 500 docto-
rate students on campus in
the next three to four years.
“It will still take some
time to establish ourselves
in research as compared to

the top IITs. But we are on

that growth path,” Raghura-
masaid.
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