Pnnaﬂ, With scientlsts deve-
loping a scientific model for
artificial breeding of win-

)ywpane oysters, stakehol-
ders along Chicalim bay are
contemplating use of searan-
ching practices to rejuvenate
the depleting brood stock of
this unique but endangered
“bivalve species.

A few decades back, ‘men-
dios’ as they are popularly
known, were being harvested
in different parts of Goa. But
pollution and a few other fac-
tors have affected their bree-
ding status, reducing their

populafion to a thin brood

stock in Chicalim bay;
“Habitat restoration is ti-
me consuming. It is easier to
use biotechnological - practi-
ces to breed them artificial-
_Iy” biotechnologist and for-
mer NIO scientist Anil Chat-
- terji told TOI.
- Aday’s workshop organi-
sed by Chicalim Blodlversn;y
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ENDANGERED: BITS Pilani, Goa, in association with a former NIO
scientist, has fabricated an aquarium-like device to breed bivalves

dowpane oysters, which are
scientifically known as Pla-
cunaPlacenta.
“Inassociation with Chat-
terji we have fabricated a mo-
del of a three- -storeyed aqua-
rium-like device comprising
a pump, tanks and a purifier

- system, to breed the bival-

ves,” Associate professor and
scientist at BITS Pilani, Su-
mit Biswas told TOL.

The incubator, which
costs approximately Rs 4,000,
can be accommodated in just

over a square metre of space.
The maintenance costs are
also minimal.

Breeding involves collec-
tinga dozen or moremaleand
female oysters from the river
for spawning under simula-
ted conditions. _

“The incubator tempera-
ture and the other parame-

ters havetobe mamtamed su- .

“jeesaid.

The breedlng process en- fe
talls mmlmal care for five to

4% o1 s ey
s1xmonths. “.Once,th oys

grow to an adult si: ¥, -
will be released in the r;vgr
This will help restore the po-
pulation in Chicalim bay”
Biswassaid.

After many years, a rich
crop of windowpane oysters
in 2013 had raised hopes of a
revival, but indiscriminate
extraction scotched all hopes.

“These oysters and rich
fish biodiversity on the Zuari
are a source of livelihood
for hundreds of local fisher-
men,” Rui Manuel Araujo,
the chairman of Chicalim
BMC said.

Prior to the release of in-
cubated oysters, the scien-
tists will identify suitable si-
tesin Chicalimbay.

“Wide varia’tlon in salmi,
ty and temperature canaff ect
the breedmg cycle,"’ Chatﬁe ;
jeesaid. 3 b




