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tudents of BITS Pilani KK

Birla Goa Campus, Zuari-
nagar, have got together to
create a car that was presented at
Formula Bharat, an engineering
and design competition in which
university and college students
 from across the country compete
th their life-size Formula L-style
cles in areas of engineering
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means to fund the project,” says
Jay Kamat, who was a part of the
project and is a second-year me-

chanical engineering student. The

team, Grease Monkeys, comprised
30 students. “There were
six from third year,

THE CAR WAS

10 from second year and 14 from
first year engineering courses, with
people from all branches — me-
chanical, chemical, electronics, and
computer science," says Adarsh
Agrawal, a second-

- year student of

TESTED FOR DURABILITY,
HANDLING AND CORNERING
RESPONSE BY OUR DRIVERS. WE TOOK
PERMISSION FROM OUR COLLEGE TO
TEST THE CAR ON OUR PREMISES. SKILLED
DRIVERS WERE SELECTED AFTER A SERIES OF
TESTS FROM OUR COLLEGE. DRIVER'S SAFETY

Sachid Aarawal. third

vear mechanical enaa studer

WAS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE WHILE TESTING

t RITS

Krishna Divkar

mechanical engineering. “The car
has been designed by the third-year
students with our inputs andhelp. *-
Thg first-year students learnt the
basics of manufacturing, design-
ing and vehicle dynamics,” headds.
‘Cars like these mean safety and
durability, and Sachid Agrawal, stu-
dent of third-year mechanical, says, -
“The car was tested for durability,
handling and cornering response
by our drivers. We took permission
from our college for the car to be.
tested on our premises. Skilled driv-
ers were selected through a serfes
of tests from our college. Driver's
safety Qﬁidf the utmost impor:
tance while testing, Various i
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'HELP POURS IN FOR STUDENTS
WHO BUILT RACE CAR AT BITS
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Jay adds, “The vehicle weighs 280 kgwith
the driver; it has a very low centre of grav-
ity, which makes it very stable while cor- =
nering. Also, the wheel assembly is de-
signed and tuned to perfection. The safe-
ty of the driver was given utmost im-
portance.”

“Being the first Formula Student team
in Goa, we have been struggling with a
lot of things. Firstly, we had to setupa ¢ ;
huge knowledge base before starting. So. ¥
the designing part was difficult aswe
hardly had any references or bench-
marks. We had trouble manufacturing
it, because we had to order some costly
materials from outside Goa,” says Kedar
Khapre, the captain of the team,
alsoa third-year student of chem-
ical engineering.

Grease Monkeys were spon-
sored and helped by engineer-
ing companies. “The car; if you
were to make it from new com-
ponents, would cost about 35
lakh. Our institute helpedusa
lot with the finances. Engi-

neering and metal companies
have helped us with manufacturing com-
ponents, while another engineering com-
pany provided us with our tool invento-
ry. Ourfaculty coordinator, Ranjit SPatil,
and the BITS workshop assisted us with-
out which making this car would have
been impossible,” says Aman Pandae,
vice-captain, a student from third year,
electrical engineering.
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