BITS Pilani to
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open incubator
facility this wk

TiMES NEws NETWORK

Panaji: BITS Pilani, K K Bir-
la Goa Campus, Zuarinagar,
will open this week a state-of-
the-art start-up incubator fa-
cility, which has been set up
with funding of Rs 3 crore
from the government of Indi-
a’s department of biotechno-
logy (DBT).
The 3,500 sq ft BITS BI-
RAC BioNEST Lab will focus

‘on helping start-ups in the

health and environment sec-
tors to find in-

novative solu-
tionsto issues in these areas.

The start-ups will be assisted
by the lab by providing them
with equipment, space and
supportfacilitiestotest their
ideas and. prototype in the

lab, before taking it to the

market.

The facility received fi-

nancial assistance from Bio-
technology Industry Rese-
arch Assistance Council (BI-

' RAC), a not-for-profit Public
- Sector Enterprise, of the

b

DBT. The BITS BIRAC Bio-
NEST Startup Incubator
cum Innovation Lab will be
opened on January 3 by Goa
University vice-chancellor
Varun Sahni and director of
BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa
Campus GRaghurama.

The lab will focus on he-
alth and environment start-
ups that can create products
which will not only have gre-
at market potential, but also
provide a solution to several

press ing problems of the mo-

8 dern-day.
Incubation
support 1ncludes work ben-

ches and equipment, office °

space and common infrast-
ructure, legal & IPR services,
mentorship and training,
sample testing and analysis,

and consultancy.
The college has called
entrepreneurs, investors,

engineers and scientists to
be a part of the network and

_participate in- mnovatlve i
thinking and help create for- -

ward lookmg startups
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